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From Zaydism to Houthism: Madhhab, Revival, and

Authoritarian Organization in Contemporary Yemen
Abstract

'The conflict examined in this study is not, at its core, one be-
tween Zaydism and its rivals, but between the idea of the republi-
can state founded on citizenship and a restored Imamate founded
on divine selection. From this vantage point, the study examines
the relationship between Zaydism and the Houthi movement in
contemporary Yemen, rejecting both the sectarian-continuity and
the total-rupture readings. It proposes “selective recombination” as
an alternative: the conversion of selected Zaydi-Hadawi symbolic
resources — divine selection, wilaya, and the Batnayn condition —
into a modern apparatus of power, tested through a criterion sep-
arating continuity in deep structure from rupture in the source of
legitimacy. The study grounds the authoritarian dimension of this
recombination in the doctrinal corpus itself — from the structural
licence to eliminate rivals in Hadawi Imamate theory to the Jarudi
doctrine of armed rising as the path to the Imamate. It shows that
the geography attributed to Zaydism was a plural field crossed by
Shafiism, Salafism, and republican currents; that the movement is
doctrinally best located within Jarudism, the Zaydi school closest to
Twelver Shiism; and that it converges structurally with the wilayat
al-fagih model without declared adoption. It then traces how this
crossing was translated, after 2014, into legislation and institutions
— khums codification, judiciary amendments, curricula, and Malik
al-Ashtar’s covenant — restoring pre-republican hierarchy within

the state: a republican garb over an Imamate core.



Keywords: Zaydism, Hadawism, Jarudism, Houthi Movement,

Imamate, Selective Recombination, Wilayat al-Fagih, Yemen.
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1 vom Bruck, Islam, Memory, and Morality in Yemen.
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